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January	  
	  
Organic Outreach for Churches: Infusing Evangelistic Passion Into Your 
Congregation by Kevin G. Harney  Kindle $6.99 and Print $15.02 
 
Subject: Evangelism… Goes well as a companion resource with the Oikos emphasis. If 
a church were to combine the Oikos approach with Harney’s ideas there could be an 
increase in numbers of new disciples in Mission Northwest churches each year. Each 
LLC participant should map out a plan for how he or she will implement ideas from the 
book in 2016. Pastors should be prepared to present their implementation plan during 
the February 2016 meeting. 
 

An Amazon Review: In a clever play on the word 'organic,' Harney is able to compare 
and contrast what true evangelistic passions means. It is not simply a job delegated to 
groups that label themselves evangelistic committees or mission teams. Neither is it just 
sending money or promising prayers to a distant community of need. Those are 
essentially add-ons, or artificial supplements, or inorganically modified methods of 
outreach.  
 In a nutshell, organic outreach is about infusing evangelistic passion in all ministries 
beginning with the leadership in any Christian organization. The need to obey the Great 
Commission needs to occur at every level, every domain, and in every heart of anyone 
who calls himself or herself a disciple of Christ. 
 What makes outreach 'organic?' Firstly, it is natural. Christians begin with moving 
away from their unnatural selves, but becoming new in Christ. Thus, all outreach begins 
with a new, natural self. Secondly, it is pervasive. A healthy plant has nutrients that flow 
through the entire organism. This is the same with evangelistic fervour. It should not be 
restricted only to one part of the body but the whole. Thirdly, it is good for general spiritual 
health both within and without the church. 
 Harney has updated the age-old evangelistic outreach into one that is most useful for 
the 21st Century. In asking for a widespread infusion of evangelistic passion, Harney 
writes from the heart for the hearts of the church people. He writes with an intelligent 
mind, to convince the minds of the people. He writes with an eye on practical applications. 
He wraps it up with a clear and simple gospel message that can be verbalized. All of 
these make Organic Outreach for Churches an essential read for anyone in leadership. 
 Great book to wake up the sleepy church that is self-indulgent. It is also a reminder 
that we are to be fishers of people, and not keepers of people in an aquarium. 

	  
February	  
	  
The U-Turn Church: New Direction for Health and Growth by Kevin G. Harney & 
Bob Bouwer  NOTE: This book is available in Kindle ($9.99) and Print. However, there 
are tons of used copies for .13 plus $3.99 shipping on Amazon. The copy I received 
cost $4.01 total. 
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Subject: Church Transformation… This book was recommended by Pastor Rick 
Siemens from FBC Puyallup. He is taking his leadership through it. Church 
Transformation continues to be a major focus for Mission Northwest and this book 
approaches the subject with fresh insights and help. Regardless of a church’s place in 
the transformation journey every pastor and church can benefit from the content in this 
book. 
 

A helpful review from Amazon states:  The idea of a U-Turn essentially means moving 
from unhealthy to health, from stagnation to growth; from something aimlessness to 
purposefulness. It is no longer time to carry on business-as-usual for churches that are 
not growing. It is time to make a U-turn! This is the premise of the authors, that churches 
need to grow in terms of numbers as well as spiritual vitality. 
 
The authors guide the reader by firstly recognizing a need to change our current mode of 
doing church. This recognition comes about beginning with God, granting us holy zeal, a 
deep sense of urgency, a clear vision and continuing prayer. Without these it is not even 
possible to talk about any U-turns. In other words, before we can even make a U-turn, we 
need to know WHERE to U-turn from. 
 
The second part of the book deals with the details of what a U-turn looks like. Churches 
need to U-turn by: 
- Moving from 'Personal Preferences' to 'Biblical preferences' 
- Recognizing at least 6 kinds of roadblocks impeding the unleashing of leaders in the 
Church 
- raising our expectations from low to high, in terms of seeking and doing God's will 
- developing a 'tough skin' against well-intentioned dragons, and retaining 'soft hearts' 
toward people, especially those who attack us, rightfully or wrongfully. 
- Adopting 6 holy risks (p136-141) and 8 principles (141-146) 
- outreach and evangelism 
 
The third part of the book contains reminders that U-turns are to be constantly ongoing. 
This section is important, so that whatever good that has been done in the beginning and 
the middle will not be easily unraveled. 

	  
March	  
	  
Pursuing God’s Will Together: A Discernment Practice for Leadership Groups by 
Ruth Haley Barton  Kindle $9.99 and Print $16.98  Part One—Introduction through 
Chapter Six (pp. 9-129) 
 
Subject: Spiritual Discernment…spiritual development and decision making at the 
board and/or ministry team level. I was made aware of this book when Pastor Sid 
Johnson of Spokane Valley BC mentioned he was taking his board through it. This book 
offers individual and corporate direction for developing the skill of spiritual discernment. 
All too often churches make decisions based more on rational pros and cons rather than 
making space for the Holy Spirit’s guidance. This book provides much practical and 
spiritual advice for helping boards practice spiritual leadership and decision making. 
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An Amazon Review:  Most Christian leaders have a vague sense that our approach to 
decision making should be different from secular models, but we are not quite sure what 
that difference is, according to Ruth Haley Barton in this book. Spiritual discernment 
requires us to move beyond reliance on human thinking and strategizing to a place of 
deep listening and response to the Spirit of God within and among us. 
 
A problem with spiritual discernment is that it seems subjective and mystical, whereas 
typical leaders are more drawn to objective and pragmatic decision-making techniques. 
Many poor church decisions have been made by leaders who thought God was telling 
them to move in one direction when the objective evidence indicated that the wise course 
of action was in a different direction. So how does the author recommend proceeding? 
 
Before even starting on discernment, the author recommends that each member of the 
leadership team go through a spiritual transformation process involving adopting a 
number of spiritual practices, and that the team as a whole agree on values that will 
undergird their community. The recommended discernment process itself involves the 
following steps: 
 
* Preparation: clarify the question, gather the community for discernment, affirm guiding 
values and principles 
* Seeking leading: pray for indifference (i.e. absence of any personal bias), test for 
indifference, pray for wisdom, prayer of quiet trust 
* Discerning God's will: listen to the question, listen to each other, listen to pertinent 
information, listen to inner dynamics, create silent space for God, reconvene and listen 
again, select and weigh the options, agree together, seek inner confirmation 
* Act: communication with those who need to know, make plans to do God's will as you 
have come to understand it 
 
The last chapter is entitled "But Does It Work?", and while some readers will 
enthusiastically embrace the author's advice, others may be left wondering. The 
recommendations concerning the use of liturgical prayers and other practices based on 
monastic and Quaker traditions may not appeal to everyone. Nevertheless, anyone who is 
tired of church leadership meetings which seem to ignore God's leading will find some 
useful ideas to consider inside this book. 
	  

April	  
	  
Pursuing God’s Will Together: A Discernment Practice for Leadership Groups by 
Ruth Haley Barton  
Part Two—Chapter Seven through Appendix 3 (pp. 130-248) 
 
May	  
	  
The Emotionally Healthy Leader: How Transforming Your Inner Life Will Deeply 
Transform Your Church, Team, and the World by Peter Scazzero  Kindle $9.99 and 
Print $15.89 
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Subject: Pastor’s emotional and spiritual health. An honest reflection on the necessity 
for church leaders, especially pastors, to lead out of emotional and spiritual health. 
 

An Amazon Review:  Great for anyone wanting to have a transformed inner life that 
translates to an effective leadership/servant style. Although specifically targeted towards 
the church, the principles may be applied to all areas: home, career, community, etc. The 
author makes this important point: Let the Holy Spirit work in and through you before you 
lead. 
 
The book is around 380 pages and covers such topics as: 
 
1. Who we are is more important than what we do. 
2. Don't view yourself in either of two extremes: either all good, or all bad. 
3. Be honest about your shortcomings (the author defines as your "shadow) that can trip 
you up if not handled properly. 
4. Benefits of dealing with your shadow and suggestions for how to deal with your 
shadow. 
5. Dangers of trying to do ministry activities apart from Christ. 
6. Definition of a loving union with Jesus Christ. 
7. Suggestions for slowing down so you can enjoy and experience union with Jesus 
Christ. 
8. Characteristics of unhealthy and healthy decision making and planning. 
9. Suggestions for the wise use of power and establishing proper boundaries in your 
relationships with other people. 

	  
September	  
	  
Preaching: Communicating Faith in an Age of Skepticism by Tim Keller Kindle 
$9.99 and Print $12.60 
Part One—Chapters 1 through 4 (pp. 1-120) 
 
Subject: Preaching… Nothing is more foundational for a strong, growing ministry than 
engaging, culturally informed, Biblical preaching. Every pastor would be wise to learn 
from one of the masters of the craft.  
 

An Amazon Review:  Readers will be drawn to a few important items that stand out in 
this work: 
 
The Centrality of the Gospel 
 
First, Keller is relentless about the necessity of gospel preaching. He stands with C.H. 
Spurgeon who famously admonished preachers to “preach a text and make a beeline to 
the cross of Christ.” Keller repeatedly challenges preachers to preach “Christ crucified,” to 
“preach Christ through every theme of the Bible.” Wherever the preacher finds himself in 
the biblical text, he must alert the listener to the person of Christ and the completed work 
of Christ. It is this feature that makes Keller’s work unique and should propel is work to the 
required reading list of every Bible College and Seminary course that pertains to 
preaching. 
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The Importance of the Heart 
 
Second, Keller focuses on the heart in biblical preaching: 
 
Preaching cannot simply be accurate and sound. It must capture the listeners’ interest and 
imagination; it must be compelling and penetrate to their hearts. It is possible to merely 
assert and confront and feel we have been very ‘valiant for truth,’ but if you are dry or 
tedious, people will not repent and believe the right doctrine you present. We must preach 
so that, as in the first sermon on Pentecost, hearers are ‘cut to the heart.’ 
 
Dr. Keller walks readers through a critical discussion of the heart which is “the seat of the 
mind, will, and emotions, all together.” Critical to this discussion is the idea that expository 
preaching must move the heart to action. Keller notes, “It is all-important, then, that 
preaching move the heart to stop trusting and loving other things more than God … So the 
goal of the sermon cannot be merely to make the truth clear and understandable to the 
mind, but must also be to make it gripping and real to the heart.” Thus, Keller highlights 
the primacy of both the heart and the mind. To exclude the mind in the preaching 
endeavor will lead to contentless preaching. But to exclude the heart will necessarily lead 
to preaching which is void of application. 
 
The standout feature of this section is Keller’s treatment of Jonathan Edwards and his 
approach to the heart in preaching. Edwards refuses to pit the heart against the mind and 
argues for a view of preaching that integrates both. Keller does a terrific job of expounding 
Edwards’s work, Religious Affections and the impact such of view has on preaching. 
 
There is much to commend in Keller’s work on preaching. Readers are encouraged to 
dive in and benefit from this godly man who has mastered the preaching task.  

	  
October	  
	  
What Does the Bible Teach About Homosexuality?	  By Kevin DeYoung  Kindle $7.01 
and Print $7.38  [Optional Book: Is God Anti-Gay? by Sam Allberry] 
 
Subject: Homosexuality and the Bible…  It goes without saying that the subject of 
homosexuality has become a challenging ethical issue for the church. ABC Northwest 
has taken a clear, biblical stand on the issue after the region’s split in 2002. The Region 
has not focused on this issue during the ensuing years. None-the-less it is important 
that we teach the biblical view of human sexuality and respond to those who wrestle 
with the issue. There are numerous good books on the subject. This is a book that is 
accessible to the average lay-person, and for that reason it is selected as a resource 
suitable for introduction in the local church. 
 
The Region’s statement on human sexuality appears at the end of this document to 
reference during the discussion. 
 

Amazon Review: The book seeks to answer the following question: “Is homosexual 
activity a sin that must be repented of, forsaken, and forgiven, or, given the right context 
and commitment, can we consider same-sex intimacy a blessing worth celebrating and 
solemnizing” (p. 15)? 
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In response the book breaks down into two parts, the first dealing with the five most 
debated and relevant biblical texts related to homosexuality (p. 19). These are Genesis 1-
2, God’s design for marriage; Genesis 13, Sodom and Gomorrah; Leviticus 18:22 and 
20:13, concerning the Old Testament’s condemnation of homosexual practices; Romans 
1:18-32, the New Testament’s prohibition of homosexual behavior; and specific meaning 
of Greek words used for homosexuality in the Bible. 
 
Part two addresses seven of the most common objections to the traditional view of sexual 
morality such as: 
• the Bible seldom speaks of homosexuality 
• when it does it is not dealing with it in its modern forms 
• other sins, such as gluttony and divorce, are worse 
• the church should welcome homosexuals 
• social values have changed 
• it is not fair to single out homosexual behavior as sinful because the homosexual person 
cannot help being what he is 
• God is love, therefore we should tolerate those who are homosexual. 
 
The book concludes with appendices on same-sex marriage, same sex attraction and ten 
commitments for how churches should interact with homosexuals and the homosexual 
agenda. 

	  
November	  
	  
Preaching: Communicating Faith in an Age of Skepticism by Tim Keller Part Two— 
Chapters five through seven, plus Appendix (pp. 121-240)  
	  
December	  
	  
God’s Promise of Happiness	  by Randy Alcorn  Kindle $2.51 and Print $2.99 only 90 
pages.  
 
Subject: Theology … This book was selected to give everyone a break from heavy 
reading during Advent. Consider the goodness of God, that in Him is true happiness. 
What if the church was the “happiest place on earth” in a real sense because of the 
vibrant life among its people, empowered and made happy in their life together in the 
Spirit? 
 

Amazon Review: This booklet is adapted from the author’s acclaimed (but 496 page) 
book Happiness, which is already showing up on many 2015 “Best” lists. Perhaps this 
short version was released because of the hesitancy of some (including myself) to tackle 
a book of such length. It can also serve as an enticement to read the full-length book. 
 
Alcorn writes that Christians throughout church history have understood that happiness, 
gladness, feasting, and partying are God’s gifts, yet many Christians today live as if faith 
drains happiness. But he writes that Christians have the benefit of walking the hard roads 
hand in hand with a Savior and King whose love for us is immeasurable. Because of this, 
who has more reason to be happy than Christians? Amen! 
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The book is organized well. Each short section begins with a question, such as “Do We 
Have a Choice Whether or not to Desire Happiness?”, or “Is it Okay for Christians to be 
Happy?” There is then a short response to the question followed by one or more Scripture 
verses. As such, it could be read devotionally, with one or more of the short readings 
tackled each day. 
Alcorn writes that he includes a lot of promises in this helpful booklet—most of them are 
God’s, not his. All of God’s promises are fully trustworthy because they are blood-bought, 
paid for by an all-powerful Lord who loves you radically. 
I recommend this booklet. You will enjoy it, and it may encourage you to read the full-
length book. 

 
ABC of the Northwest 

Resolution on Human Sexuality 
(Adopted by 80% of delegates at the 2002 Tacoma Biennial; made ABC-NW Region Board 

policy in 11-2003) 
 
Because we are all wounded and broken people in need of the healing power of God’s grace in 
Christ Jesus, and being aware of the confusion of voices pertaining to human sexuality, the 
following statement defines our common understanding for sexual behavior. 
	  
Because we affirm the Bible as our rule for faith and practice and embrace its ethic of 
compassion, love and ministry to all persons and the availability of God’s grace through 
repentance (Luke 5:30-32; John 8: 1-11, 1 Corinthians 6:11); 
 
We affirm that God’s gracious creation intent for human sexual conduct as defined in scripture is 
faithful, lifelong heterosexual union for married persons and committed celibate behavior for 
unmarried persons. All other sexual practices are clearly identified as sinful and destructive of 
individuals, of community and of the fellowship of believers, and like all sin, call for repentance, 
openness to the transforming power of God, and restoration to the community of faith. (Genesis 
1:27, 2:24; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8; Hebrews 13:4; Leviticus 18:22, 20:13; Romans 1:18-32; 1 
Corinthians 6:9-10). 
 
We affirm the existing Region policy “against violence of all kinds, including against persons of 
all sexual orientations.” (Policy adopted by the Regional Board, American Baptist Churches/NW, 
October 30, 1998) 
 
Therefore, we resolve that this Region will encourage grace-motivated ministries which respond 
to human need and offer God’s transforming love to all wounded and broken people, including 
heterosexual, homosexual, bisexual and transgendered persons. 
 
Acknowledging the high calling of church and Region leadership, we resolve that this Region 
will not recognize for ordination or recognize the preexisting license or ordination of any person 
practicing, affirming, endorsing and/or celebrating adultery, fornication, gay/lesbian/bisexual 
behavior, or any other practices that are contrary to God’s creation intent as defined above. 
 
And finally, because of our commitment to do mission together, we resolve that any church 
within this Region that endorses, celebrates, or affirms adultery, fornication, 
gay/lesbian/bisexual behavior, is choosing not to cooperate in the work and mission of the 
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ABCNW. That church will be indicating their choice to sever their relationship with the ABC of 
the Northwest (Article 3, Section 3, 3.2 (a)). 


